[Macromolecules of the extracellular matrix].
In this introductory paper, the authors review the macromolecular basis of extracellular matrix. 4 principal groups of macromolecules are known: collagen, elastin, proteoglycans and structural glycoproteins. The phylogenetic evolution lead to the great complexity of this matrix. The interest of a more specific pharmacology directed towards this extracellular matrix is emphasised.